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! Advances in modern computer technology have allowed us to create robotic 
systems that can operate autonomously, without the need for a human to be present to 
directly control them. In recent years, this has led to the development of these robotic 
systems for use in military situations in many large countries, such as the U.S., Russia, 
China, and much of Europe. The allure of this technology is quite evident; the ability to 
carry out combat operations without the risk of the loss of human life is an advantage 
that few would pass up. Better still, drones can be built for almost any situation, making 
a single drone capable of doing jobs that may require a large number of specially 
trained personnel. While these advantages are being discussed, several moral 
questions begin to arise; do the laws restraining human soldiers apply to unmanned 
robots as well? How should drones be limited to ensure that the human rights of actual 
soldiers are sustained?

Discourse Communities

! On a general level, audiences that would have an interest in the use of military 
drones are likely affiliated with various branches of different militaries. Engineering firms 
and metalworking plants that are contracted by the military are likely to have the largest 
stake in such a discussion; the greater the demand for drones, the better they can earn 
a profit. Both sides of the argument regarding ongoing modern wars, such as those in 
Afghanistan and other middle eastern nations, take an interest in the use of drones in 
these wars, and the information they gather in order to assist their own argument can be 
valuable for my own. The internet is an excellent resource to use to find this information; 
Twitter alone has given access to a general drone-related information gatherer, as well 
as the twitter accounts for proponents and detractors of modern war.

Specific disciplines

! Not all the sources I have found entirely require the internet to research. The 
instructor of my Engineering Introduction class is the owner of a UAV manufacturing 
company. While his drones are made mostly for photography and surveillance, rather 
than combat, the systems themselves are very similar, and learning more about them 
can assist in better understanding how versatile the drone platform is. I was accepted 
for a two week internship a few years ago at a local company known as Tampa Brass 
and Aluminum; this metalworking factory deals specifically with military parts and 
designs, and as such is an excellent source for any non-confidential information on 
drone parts and systems. Within the internet itself, I have found some articles regarding 
the pilots that give orders to drones while they are in flight, ranging from positive praises 
of how effective they are to more traumatic pieces due to accidental civilian deaths. In 



terms of actual military sources, the most prominent would be NASA, as it is the center 
of most research regarding aerial technology.

Basic Understandings

! From these sources, I have so far learned a good deal regarding the advantages 
and disadvantages that robotic drones have introduced to modern warfare. Drones, 
especially Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, are extremely efficient from a military standpoint. 
They reduce the userʼs human casualties, and when built properly, have an extremely 
low margin of error. The design of a new type of drone can be much less time 
consuming than the effort needed to train entire groups of soldiers, and they are also 
more readily available and replaceable. At the same time, the morality of their use 
comes into question. Wartime laws such as the Geneva Convention do not take in to 
account combatants that arenʼt “alive” or capable of humanizing the enemy. For 
instance, a drone that is programmed to gun down any enemy on sight would not react 
differently to surrender, and if the drones are held to the standards of human soldiers, 
who is punished for their transgressions? The subject of drone use in warfare is a 
complex and interesting topic that is likely to become more and more relevant as time 
passes and technology increases.


